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Peter Michael George (October 3, 1943 —- 
January 4, 2007) was a British businessman who 
served as Chairman and Chief executive of Hilton 
Group ple (https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?t 
itle=Hilton_Group_plc&redirect=no) from 1994 to 
2000L!], 


He joined Ladbroke Racing in 1963, progressing 
through the company before becoming managing 
director in 1976.4! He joined the Ladbroke Board in 
1980, and was appointed vice chairman and joint 
managing director in 1990 with operating 
responsibilities for the group's hotels, racing and 
retail divisions. Eventually, following the merger 
between Ladbrokes plc and Hilton Group ple, 
George served as group chief executive of Hilton 
Group ple. In that role, he was instrumental in 
working with Steve Bollenbach in creating the 
strategic alliance in 1997 between Hilton Hotels 
Corporation and Hilton International (the lodging 
subsidiary of Hilton Group.) This alliance ultimately 
paved the way for the 2006 acquisition of Hilton 
International by Hilton Hotels Corporation. 


A professional photograph of Peter George. 


In 1994, when John Jackson was named chairman of Hilton Group Plc and Peter George as CEO, 
strategic reviews were conducted and Ladbrokes reentered the casino business with the purchase 
of three London casinos. Later, in 1997, Hilton International and Hilton Hotels Corporation enter 
into a worldwide marketing alliance!2! and Ladbrokes’ property division is shut down. In 1998, 
government regulators ruled Ladbrokes' ambitious purchase of the Coral chain at George's 
direction anticompetitive and Ladbrokes was forced to sell.!3! 


George eventually stepped down as CEO of the group in May of 
2000 and left the company entirely July, and moved to Los 
Angeles to live with his American wife Kay.!4! George had 
previously broken up his first marriage, blaming the divorce on 
"overwork".'5! However, he quickly missed work and the pace 
of business and joined Park Place Entertainment as the Head of 
International Development. Park Place later acquired Caesars 
Worldwide and changed its name to Caesars Entertainment, 
but was then bought in 2005 by Harrah's, with whom George yay) prince Charles cuts the ribbon 
remained until his passing. |41 on the Sandton Hilton with Peter 
George to his left. 


George was educated at the City of London Freemen's School, 

and passed away on January 4th, 2007 after a lengthy battle 

with lung cancer. He was hailed by his colleagues and friends as a visionary, and many claimed that 
Ladbrokes wouldn't have survived without his leadership.!4! 
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